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SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Prepared by Jeff Hopper, Editor of Links Daily Devotional and Links Bible Studies
Beginning on page 2 of this overview, you will find a list of spiritual gifts found in Scripture, which is what a lot of people are looking for in their quest to find God's purpose for them in the body of Christ. However, let's first take a look at a couple of introductory matters.

CLASSIFICATION OF GIFTS

PAIR #1 – CHARISMATIC AND NON-CHARISMATIC GIFTS

With the rise of Pentecostalism at the outset of the 20th Century, the church received a fresh outpouring of a particular set of gifts that had long been dormant in the church (primarily as a reaction by the Protestant Reformers in the 15th Century against the mysticism in the Roman Catholic Church). These gifts—which include healing, miracles, tongues, prophecy as a foretelling, and sometimes the discerning of spirits—are classified as the charismatic gifts. All other gifts, then, would by default be called the non-charismatic gifts. The terminology comes not from the Greek karismata, which would apply to all gifts given by the Holy Spirit, but rather to church tradition. Sometimes, in an effort to separate the Greek from the modern terminology, you will hear the aforementioned gifts called the ecstatic gifts. Different denominations and congregations accept or do not accept the activity of charismatic gifts today; we leave that discussion to them, but the list here contains those gifts, if only for the purpose of understanding how those gifts were originally used in Christ's church.

PAIR #2 – EDIFYING GIFTS AND NON-EDIFYING GIFTS

In 1 Corinthians 12:7, Paul wrote, "Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good." There is no question that spiritual gifts are granted to us so that we may use them to edify the body. The spiritual gifts as they are given in Scripture fall into two categories: those which directly edify the body (such as teaching or service) and those which enable a person to edify the body (such as celibacy or martyrdom). For instance, the gift of celibacy is not a ministry done one to another; but when one is gifted with celibacy, he or she is freer to minister broadly as his or her interests are not divided (see 1 Corinthians 7:32-35).

THE FOUNDATION OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS

It is imperative that any study of the spiritual gifts begins in 1 Corinthians 12, with a thorough reading of the entire chapter. This is because Paul lays out God's purpose and design in granting spiritual gifts to His people. An honest reading of this chapter, then a right application of it in our lives, will prevent us from one of the great tragedies of the church throughout history up to the present: the emphasis of one gift or another gift (and those who display it) above the others.

Then read on, through chapter 13, which placed gifts under the authority of a vastly more significant trait of Christ's people: love.

Finally, in chapter 14, Paul established the need for order and understanding in the use of the spiritual gifts. Of course, what qualifies as "order" may vary from congregation to congregation, as God has established their level of comfort with certain gifts and expression of those gifts, as well as the acceptance of out-loud contributions by individual members during the service. In this regard, it is important as well to rely on the guidance of Romans 14, particularly verse 5b: "Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind."

THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS

The following gifts are found in the New Testament, beginning with those gifts that directly edify the other members of the body:

ADMINISTRATION

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:28; Acts 15:12-21

Definition: To steer the body toward the accomplishment of God-given goals and directives by planning, organizing, and supervising others.

Greek: kubernesis = to steer, guide, helmsmen

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Can see ahead; can manage money, items, or people; can organize and systematize; leads in a way where people respond with appreciation.

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: Church and para-church administration.

APOSTLE

Scripture: Ephesians 4:11; 1 Corinthians 12:28

Definition: To be sent forth to new frontiers with the gospel, providing leadership over church bodies and maintaining authority over spiritual matters pertaining to the church.

Greek: apostolos = apo=from + stello=send = one sent forth

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Can anticipate, initiate, and accept change; can build human structures from the ground up; can recruit and motivate; can set the spiritual tone; can bring the Good News of Christ.

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: Church planting, foreign missions.

DISCERNMENT OF SPIRITS

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:10

Definition: To clearly distinguish truth from error by judging whether the behavior or teaching is from God, Satan, human error, or human power.

Greek: diakrisis = judicial estimation; discerning

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Can make meaning quickly; can enter a room and have a "sense" of the tone and spiritual climate of the place; does not panic in the presence of evil; expresses opinions based on impressions as much as on reason.

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: Deliverance ministries, search committees, personal prayer for others, alongside those with prophetic gifts.

EVANGELISM

Scripture: Ephesians 4:11

Definition: To be a messenger of the Good News of Christ.

Greek: euaggelistes = preacher of gospel; eu=well + angelos=message = messenger of good

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Thorough knowledge of the Gospel message, ability to explain and defend the faith, joy in seeing people come to Christ, ability to talk with all kinds of people.

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: Outreach and evangelism, apologetics.

EXHORTATION

Scripture: Romans 12:8 

Definition: To come along side of someone with words of encouragement, comfort, consolation, and counsel to help them be all God wants them to be.

Greek: paraklesis = calling to one’s side

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Positive in nature, persuasive, friendly, well-spoken

acts with conviction.

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: Pastoring, counseling, personal prayer and encouragement.


FAITH

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:8-10

Definition: To be firmly persuaded of God’s power and promises to accomplish His will and purpose and to display such a confidence in Him and His Word that circumstances and obstacles do not shake that conviction.

Greek: pistis = conviction of religious truth, reliance upon Christ, constancy in profession

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Faith, recognition of God's sovereignty, knowledge of God in history as well as of biblical prophecy, courage.

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: Foreign missions, governance, pastoring, prayer, visitation.


GIVING

Scripture: Romans 12:8

Definition: To share what material resources you have with liberality and cheerfulness without thought of return.

Greek: metadidomi = to give over (from mestoo = to intoxicate, to fill)

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Interest in ministry needs and operations, kindness, enjoys bringing happiness to others and meeting needs.

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: All ministries requiring financial means to operate.

HEALING

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:9,28,30

Definition: To be used as a means through which God makes people whole either physically, emotionally, mentally, or spiritually.

Greek: iama = to heal, to cure, to make whole

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Sensitivity to God's voice, humility before God, faith and the courage to speak with faith.

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: Counseling, prayer, visitation.


HELPS

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:28; Acts 7:

Definition: To render support or assistance to others in the body, freeing them for further ministry.

Greek: antilepsis = relief, help

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Able to take directions and work under others, skilled in a variety of areas, not bothered by "lesser" tasks, willingness to learn how to do new things.

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: Event set-up and tear-down, clerical help, custodial help, benevolence.


HOSPITALITY

Scripture: 1 Peter 4:9,10

Definition: To warmly welcome people, even strangers, into one’s home or church as a means of serving those in need of food or lodging.

Greek: philoxenos - love of strangers; ‘philos’=love; ‘xenos’=stranger

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Friendly, eager, artistic, kind.

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: Home groups, event preparation and welcome, greeting, phone ministry/contacts.


KNOWLEDGE

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:8

Definition: To discover, accumulate, analyze and clarify information and ideas, both from Scripture and from outside sources, that are pertinent to the growth and well-being of the body.

Greek: gnosis = knowledge, science

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Interest in learning, commitment to study, ability to communicate information to people who have not studied it, enjoys reading.

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: Teaching ministries, Bible studies, Sunday school, discipleship ministries, governance.

Note: Some traditions place weight on the full phrase "word of knowledge" and suggest that such a word comes supernaturally. This seems closer to a prophetic word, rather than following the sense of the Greek gnosis, which suggests knowledge accumulated through study.

LEADERSHIP

Scripture: Romans 12:8

Definition: To oversee the direction of the body with care and diligence, thereby motivating others to get involved as the body moves together according to God's plan and word.

Greek: proistemi = to stand above in rank, to preside, to maintain, to rule

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Sense of God's direction, acceptance by a broad group of people, has respect of many, communicates commands clearly.

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: Lead pastors, church council or governance, leading of groups (youth groups, Sunday school, para-church ministries), coaching.

Note: The similar gift listed in 1 Corinthians 12:28 is "governments," which has its Greek root in kubernao = directorship.

MERCY

Scripture: Romans 12:8

Definition: To be sensitive toward those who are suffering, whether physically, mentally, or emotionally, so as to feel genuine sympathy with their misery, speaking words of compassion and caring for them with deeds of love to help alleviate their distress.

Greek: eleeo = to show compassion in word or deed by divine grace

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Understands what others are going through, non-judgmental, helpful, gentle, approachable.

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: Benevolence, care ministries, hospital/shut-in visitation, food pantry, prayer, counseling.


MIRACLES

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:10,28

Definition: To be enabled by God to perform mighty deeds that witnesses acknowledge to be of supernatural origin and means.

Greek: dunamis = miraculous power, wonderful work

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Sensitivity to the voice of God, strong faith in God's miraculous hand, awareness of people's needs.

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: Benevolence, prayer ministries.


MISSIONARY

Scripture: Ephesians 3:6-8

Definition: To minister freely and evangelistically in a particular language or culture, normally not native to the missionary.

Greek: No Greek equivalent. This gift's name is implied from Paul's gift to carry the Good News of Christ to the Gentiles as described in the passage listed above.

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Able to work smoothly with people of other cultures, adept at languages and communication, patient, comfortable in new places, evangelistic.

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: Foreign missions, benevolence, inner city outreaches.

PASTOR

Scripture: Ephesians 4:11

Definition: To be responsible for the spiritual care, protection, and guidance of a group of believers entrusted to one’s care.

Greek: poimen = shepherd, pastor

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Sensitivity to people's conditions and concerns, gentleness of spirit but ability to keep things in order, ability to listen and respond with appropriate personal words, friendly.

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: Pastoring and lay pastoring in large and small groups, affinity ministries, prison ministries, chaplaincies.


PROPHECY

Scripture: Romans 12:6; 1 Corinthians 12:10; Ephesians 4:11

Definition: To speak forth the message of God to His people. (Some teachers suggest this is a matter of solid Bible teaching only. At The Father's House, we believe it also includes the supernatural word of God spoken into and through the one gifted for the edification of an individual or the body of believers.)

Greek: prophetes - the forth-telling of the will of God; pro=forth + phemi=to speak = to speak forth

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Unique spiritual insight, sensitivity to the voice of God, ability and willingness to speak boldly, ability to speak specific Scripture into the situations of another's life

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: Outreach ministries, teaching the body, personal encouragement

SERVICE

Scripture: Romans 12:7

Definition: To identify tasks needing to be done in God’s work, however menial, and to use available resources to get the job done.

Greek: diakonia - deacon, attendant; diako=to run errands

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Awareness of the condition of buildings, machines, etc.; recognizes things that need to be done and simply starts doing them; ability to fix things; ability to come alongside others and to work under leaders; willingness to do "lesser" tasks.

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: Event set-up and tear-down, personal assistance to people in need, clerical assistance, hospitality, support of others in ministry, custodial help.


TEACHING

Scripture: Romans 12:7; 1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:11

Definition: To instruct others in the Bible in a logical, systematic way and communicate pertinent information for true understanding and growth.

Greek: didasko = teach (from dao = to learn)

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Able to make difficult concepts clear, communicates at a variety of levels, enjoys study.

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: Up-front teaching, before the whole congregation or groups in the congregation; one-on-one guidance in the learning of spiritual concepts.


TONGUES

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:10; 14:27-28

Definition: To speak in a language not previously learned so unbelievers can hear God’s message in their own language, which is a sign to unbelievers (1 Corinthians 14:22). The body is edified through this gift as they see new people come to Christ as a result of this spiritual sign. Tongues are also valuable for the individual believer who prays with his or her spirit (1 Corinthians 14:2,14).

Greek: glossa = language normally acquired naturally

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Utterances of other languages, whether identified or unidentified, while being directed by the Holy Spirit.

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: Outreach.

INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:10; 14:27,28

Definition: To translate the message of someone who has spoken in tongues. Coupled with the sign of tongues, the interpretation verifies to the unbeliever that the language is from God.

Greek: hermeneia=translation, interpretation + glossa=language = interpretation of languages

Characteristics of one who has this gift: An ability in the Spirit to translate a language one has not heard before.

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: Outreach.


WISDOM

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:8

Definition: To apply knowledge to life in such a way as to make spiritual truths quite relevant and practical in proper decision-making and daily life situations.

Greek: sophia = wisdom (high or lower, worldly or spiritual)

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Listens well and reflects accurately the words of others, 

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: Counseling, pastoral leadership, encouragement of other believers, governing roles, search committees, teaching, small groups.

Some teachers include the following three practices in their lists of spiritual gifts. They are not listed scripturally among the spiritual gifts, though martyrdom and voluntary poverty appear in the 1 Corinthians 13 context. Also, they are not gifts that directly benefit the body, but rather they benefit the body indirectly as explained below. It is apparent, however, that each takes a supernatural influence to be achieved:

CELIBACY

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 7:7,8

Definition: To voluntarily remain single without regret and with the ability to maintain controlled sexual impulses so as to serve the Lord without distraction, enabling the celibate to serve the body with undivided devotion to God.

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Long-term contentment in singleness, sense of spiritual purpose, absence of jealousy or covetousness over the romantic relationships of others.

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: All ministries, according to spiritual gifts the person possesses. 

MARTYRDOM

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 13:3

Definition: To give over one’s life to suffer or to be put to death for the cause of Christ, benefiting the body through the example of a total commitment to Christ.

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Absence of fear of physical death, strong sense of spiritual purpose.

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: Foreign missions, particularly in countries legally antagonistic to the Good News of Christ.

VOLUNTARY POVERTY

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 13:3

Definition: To purposely live an impoverished lifestyle, benefiting the body through service and aid with your material resources.

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Long-term contentment with a simple lifestyle, not caught up in trends or fashions, gracious and cheerful in giving.

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: Benevolence ministries, outreach.

The following two gifts are not named in the New Testament but have had a place in church tradition. As noted, they may not be singular gifts but gifts coupled with practices or disciplines in Scripture:

INTERCESSION

Scripture: Jeremiah 27:18 (KJV)

Definition: To pray for extended periods of time on a regular basis and see frequent and specific answers to prayer to a degree much greater than is expected of the average Christian.

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Sense of God's presence in prayer, awareness of cultural and governmental happenings, willingness to spend long periods of time in prayer.

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: Prayer ministries.

Note: This gift may best be explained as a combination of the spiritual gifts of discernment of spirits, knowledge, and prophecy, coupled with the spiritual discipline of prayer. The Scriptural basis for this "gift" is somewhat dubious, however, in that it is mentioned only in prophecy in the Old Testament (which suggests a more symbolic meaning) and is attributed only to Christ and the Holy Spirit in the New Testament.

DELIVERANCE (EXORCISM)

Scripture: Luke 10:17-19

Definition: To cast out demons and evil spirits.

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Also possesses the spiritual gift of discernment of spirits, lack of undo fear or panic when encountering the enemy.

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: Deliverance of evil or unclean spirits.

Note: This gift may best be explained as a combination of discernment of spirits and the practice of casting out demons that Jesus passed on to the seventy.

The following two gifts are not named as spiritual gifts in Scripture but have basis as gifts because of their value in edifying the body of Christ:

CRAFTSMANSHIP

Scripture: Exodus 28:3-4, Exodus 31:1-6

It is the special gift whereby the Spirit endows certain Christians to use hands and minds to build up the Kingdom through artistic, creative means.

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Artistic, creative, sense of aesthetics, works well with hands, attentive to detail, spends large amounts of time on single projects.

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: Construction and maintenance, decoration and adornment, Sunday school crafts teacher

MUSIC

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 14:26; 2 Chronicles 34:12

It is the special gift whereby the Spirit enables certain Christians to praise God through various forms of music and enhance the worship experience of the local congregation.

Characteristics of one who has this gift: Talent in music, either instrumental, vocal, or technical; commitment to improvement of musical talent.

Ministries where this gift would be helpful: Worship team (including soundboard); children's and youth ministries in building young worshipers.

Resources

In preparing this paper on the spiritual gifts, I depended heavily on the materials at the Ministry Tools Resource center online at mintools.com/gifts2.htm. Some of the definitions above are theirs. This excellent web site includes a gifts inventory and more exhaustive set of suggestions for where various gifts can be applied in the practice of ministry.

Additionally, others in our body have found the work of C. Peter Wagner to be excellent, including his book, Your Spiritual Gifts Can Help Your Church Grow.
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