DAILY DEVOTIONAL FRIDAY BIBLE STUDY FOR MARCH 30, 2012
THE WEEK AHEAD

Now Jesus was going up to Jerusalem. On the way, he took the Twelve aside and
said to them, “We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be deliv-
ered over to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him
to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and
crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life!”” (Matthew 20:16-18, NIV)

I F EVER WE NEEDED EVIDENCE OF THE DIVIDE between God’s foreknowledge
and ours, a simple reading of the Passion accounts should do the job.
Jesus knew. His disciples were clueless.

Not long ago in our area, an escalating feud between neighbors turned
deadly. Two “respectable men” in the community lived their last hour. As

| first reflected on the events of that tragic day, | thought, What if a man
like Nathan, the prophet in David’s court, had come to these men and said:
“This is what the next hour of your life will look like...””? There is no way
they would have believed it.

Perhaps to our credit, we don’t want to believe bad things. No one wants
the worst to happen.

But in the days ahead of his coming death, Jesus “telegraphed” the whole
scenario for his closest followers. They had always known him as a man of
intense purpose. But what could they make of these words? Certainly they
would never want to believe them. So they didn’t, thereby adding denial to
their lack of knowledge.

In the context of our own lives, we can perceive little of the future with
accuracy, whether it will turn out bad or good. Achievers, above all, will
always publicly announce the success that is to come; usually they will do
the same behind closed doors. But in truth, they do not know. The final two
hours of last year’s PGA Championship, eventually won by Keegan Brad-
ley in a playoff over Jason Dufner, offered so many twists and turns that
any variant roll, any difference in a hop, would have changed the outcome,
or at least the way it was arrived at.

Yes, our suggestions to know the details of our next week are only pre-
tense. All the reason more to live by faith in the one who does know!
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The knowledge of prophets

Read 2 Kings 8:7-15. What was Elisha’s answer to Hazael's question in verse
12? How did Elisha know this to be true (consider also Amos 3:7)? What does
this tell us about God's foreknowledge?

Job’s understanding
Read Job 38:1-2 and 42:1-6. How did Job’s attitude change when he came face to
face with the challenge of the Lord? What can we learn from Job's response?

Humble about tomorrow
Read James 4:13-17. What is the right way to approach tomorrow? What does
verse 17 tell us we should do, no matter what tomorrow holds?




