
Jeremiah’s resolve
Read Jeremiah 26:1-19. How did Jeremiah demonstrate his resolute commit-
ment to the Lord? How did his dedication turn the hearts of the people?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

The lukewarmth of Laodicea
Read Revelation 3:14-19. What kind of commitment does God value from his 
people? What actions are urged in the people in verse 19?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Paul’s commitments
Read the two well-known verses, Philippians 1:21 and 4:12. What resolve do you 
see in Paul, and how can you learn from his perspective?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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RESOLVED, NOT RESIGNED

“As for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” (Joshua 24:15, NIV)

I’M GUESSING YOU DON’T PLAY GOLF WITH HESITATION. You don’t say to your-
self, “I really don’t want to go out there on this sunny day and enjoy the 

green grass and the challenge of the game. But I’ll do it if I have to.”

Rather, I’m thinking that you head out eagerly, ready for the weather, 
ready for the course, and as ready as possible with your swing, no matter 
how bad your friends tell you it is! In fact, if you’re like most golfers, once 
that tee time is set, you will do all you can to keep to it.

And there you have the difference between being resigned and being re-
solved. Throughout Scripture, the “champions” of God were resolved.

Joshua stood with his family, stared down the people irresolute people of 
God and said, “You do what you want. We’re serving God.”

David turned his heart to the LORD, going after him with contrition and 
humility, but also faith and dedication.

Elisha told Elijah he would not leave his mentor’s side; he wanted what 
“the old man” had—the Spirit of God.

Even the disciples, fumbling and bumbling as they were, did not resign 
themselves to following Jesus, as if there was nothing better to do. They 
saw in him the hope of Israel (and of their own salvation) and they made 
every attempt to follow him. Oh, they fell. James and John asked for 
special consideration. The eleven fell asleep in the garden. Peter, who had 
promised he would go to the cross with Jesus, turned away from the Lord 
in both men’s darkest hour. Thomas had to see the scars to believe again. 
But they never gave up. They never said, “Oh, I guess I’ll serve the Lord 
today.” Their minds and their hearts were set in place.

We will all make mistakes in acting out our faith. But the one mistake we 
must not make is cool-heartedness toward the Lord. For his sake and ours, 
let us be a most resolved people!
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