
A personal inventory
How often do you walk through your days with your forgiveness and Christ’s 
return in mind?

_________________________________________________________________

What keeps you from refl ecting on these wonderful truths?

_________________________________________________________________

What reminds you of them?

_________________________________________________________________

Our response to our forgiveness and salvation
Read Hebrews 10:19-25. According to these verses, what forms should our 
response to Jesus’ deliverance take? How does keeping your forgiveness in mind 
fortify you in doing what these verses command?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 1 John 3:1-3. 1 Thessalonians 4:18 tells us to 
“encourage one another with these words.” What truths do these passages give 
us to encourage one another with?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

 W
rit

te
n 

by
 Je

ff 
H

op
pe

r ©
20

12
 L

in
ks

 P
la

ye
rs

 In
te

rn
at

io
na

l. 
 

WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?

...and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation for 
those who are waiting for him. (Hebrews 9:28, NIV)

AGOLF TRIP IS NO DIFFERENT THAN OTHER VACATIONS. The anticipation can almost 
kill you.

Sometimes we travel to places we have only seen in pictures or on TV, and we 
so much like what we see that we can only dream of similar opportunities for 
ourselves—opportunities for relaxation, for friendship, for a competitive chal-
lenge. Yes, a golf trip hold lots of potential, and often enough it is fully realized.

But when we start talking about events to which we’re looking forward, we have 
to push one right to the top of the list: the return of our Lord.

I have heard many followers of Christ speak with real joy about looking ahead 
to the coming weekend service. They attend a church where the worship is 
engaging and the Word of God is preached in a way that it jumps to life in the 
hearts and minds of the hearers. They also wait excitedly for the chance to visit 
with brothers and sisters in the faith, sharing the stories of the week, comparing 
notes on the excellent answers God has provided to their prayers.

Grand as this is, however, far better is the expectation of Jesus’ second coming. 
Why is this? The writer of Hebrews lets us in on the big reason.

When Jesus came the fi rst time, 2000 years ago, he came with a very specifi c 
purpose. He came to die. Even those who knew him most intimately could not 
imagine why he kept speaking of this impending death, surely because they 
could not see how anything good could come of it. But Jesus knew that he must 
bear the sins of the people for all time—your sins and mine—in order to accom-
plish what the Father’s justice demanded. A perfect sacrifi ce had to be made for 
the covering of sin, and only the God-man Jesus could do it.

But Jesus will come again, and this time he will come with a far less harrowing 
purpose. He will come to deliver salvation to those who eagerly await his return. 
Who are these people? They are the believing ones, their eyes trained with as-
surance on his return. They are those whose sins have been forgiven and who 
want to see their Savior. Oh, that you and I be counted among them! 
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