
Opening questions: Gifts received and given
What is a gift you received from a relative or friend that reminds you of 
them each time you see it or use it? What gifts do you intend to hand 
down to those who will appreciate them after you?

The wonder of what we’ve been given
Read 1 Peter 1:3-9. What several things come to us through the work of 
Jesus and the power of God?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

How does reminding ourselves of truths like those shown here help us 
as we walk through each day? How might you approach a job before you 
right now with a different approach because of what you read here?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Sufferings and reward
Read Romans 8:12-17. Both this passage and 1 Peter 1 speak of earthly 
suffering as a portion of our inheritance. Have you experienced suffering 
in your walk with Christ? What has it produced in you?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

How does the hope of eternity with Jesus provide strength in tough times?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

W
rit

te
n 

by
 Je

ff 
H

op
pe

r ©
20

13
 L

in
ks

 P
la

ye
rs

 In
te

rn
at

io
na

l. 
 

HEIRS TO ETERNITY 

...he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 
fade—kept in heaven for you. (1 Peter 1:3-4, NIV)

G OLF CLUBS ARE HARD TO GET RID OF. Planned obsolescence or not, 
manufacturers are always updating what’s available for avid golfers to 

drool over and spend their money on. So when I see a bag full of clubs camped 
on the driveway at a yard sale, I chuckle. Whoever is buying those, I think, may 
as well be buying hickory sticks.

But there are a few gorgeous oldies out there. You may never play them in a real 
game of golf, but they are a wonder to pull out of the closet, peel off the pompon 
tufted headcover, and smile into the lacquer that glosses the head. Beyond that 
simple admiration, though, come the memories, because more than likely these 
were hand-me-downs, an inheritance given by one afi cionado to another.

It’s good to have friends. And it’s good to remember them by the gifts they’ve 
given us.

Now think upon Jesus, the Savior who said of those who followed him, “I no 
longer call you servants... Instead, I have called you friends...” (John 15:15). 
He has looked on us and loved us. And to us he has provided a rich inheritance. 
This really is a wonder, for he also said of himself that he had no place to lay 
his head. Jesus was no benefactor plump with worldly wealth. What could he 
possibly have to give?

Other than his seamless robe—the origin of which we do not know—Jesus had 
only what Scripture tells us he purchased: our salvation bought on the cross in 
death and our eternal hope delivered when he walked out of the tomb, risen and 
triumphant. These he has gladly given to us.

Some inheritances, like those fi ne old clubs, make for a bit of nostalgic 
enjoyment in this life, but the inheritance kept in heaven for us shines for its 
everlasting nature. We will enjoy the presence of the Lord not only for a little 
while but for countless renewed days—just as the Trinity has always enjoyed in 
itself. Yes, “all this” is ours. Remarkable!
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