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SLOWLY COMING AROUND

“Which of the two did what his father wanted?”” ““The first,”” they answered.
(Matthew 21:31, NIV)

ERHAPS YOU WERE INTRIGUED THIS WEEK by the story of Blayne Barber, who
will not qualify for his PGA Tour card next season. That’s because Barber
disqualified himself.

If you missed the story, it goes like this: Barber, who played his college golf at
Auburn University, went through the first stage of the Tour’s Qualifying School
with ease, moving on by five shots. But during the event, he played a shot from
a bunker, where he thought his club slightly moved a leaf. His brother, who was
caddying for him, said the leaf did not move. Barber was sure that it had, so he
assessed a one-shot penalty on himself and signed his card for that score.

Sometime later Barber, who was a Walker Cup team member in 2011, was
talking to one of his college teammates about the scenario, when his teammate
corrected him. Barber’s infraction requires a two-shot penalty.

And now the wrestling began. “I continued to pray about it and think about

it,” Barber told Golfweek, “and | just did not have any peace about it. | knew |
needed to do the right thing.” So six days after the completion of the stage, Bar-
ber called the Tour, and in minutes he was out. No PGA Tour card, no Web.com
Tour card. 2103 will be a year of Monday qualifiers for Barber.

Jesus told a simple parable about two brothers. The first told his father that he
would not help out in the vineyard, yet later he returned and did the work. The
second said he would do his father’s bidding, but did not. Jesus’ hearers recog-
nized that the son who had done the right thing was the one who had come to do
the work, even though he was slow to come around.

Sometimes our obedience to God is a worked-out thing. We don’t come right
away, wholehearted, or with a willing spirit. But we come. And God receives us.
He moves us, inch by inch, that much closer to his own holiness.

We are right to celebrate those who immediately “drop their nets” to follow
Jesus. But we are right as well to party with the prodigal and the procrastinator!
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Opening question: Honest choices

After his decision, Blayne Barber said, “I just feel peace about it... doing what |
know is right in my heart and in my conscience is more important than short-term
success.” What drives a man to make a self-denying choice like this?

The whole story
Read Matthew 21:28-32. What kind of people was Jesus affirming in this parable?
What was their right act in comparison to the error of those he did not affirm?

The building of holiness
Read Hebrews 12:7-16. What process does God use to increase our holiness?

Why is holiness imperative?

What choices and actions stand opposed to holiness?

Personal assessment: Inch by inch
In what ways have you changed quickly at Jesus’ calling? In what ways have you
been reluctant to come to him? What most commonly holds you back?



