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On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick
cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp
trembled. (Exodus 19:16, NIV)

I T’s BAY HiLL WEEK, SO HOW ABOUT A ROUND OF GOLF WITH ARNOLD PALMER? |
sure would be in. And you know, honestly, | don’t think 1’d be intimidated.
Not now. Not with Arnold in his 80s and his spirit so jovial and welcoming.

But Arnie in his day? Now that’s another matter! You’d be matching your

humdrum skills against one of the fiercest competitors the game has ever known.

Let’s just say no one would blame you if your hands were shaking as you stood
over the ball on that first tee.

Sometimes when you talk to friends about God today, their picture of who
he is locks onto Jesus alone. After all, as the incarnate one—God in human
trappings—Jesus was the “tamer, friendlier” representation of God.

Except he wasn’t...

Jesus, we are told in Hebrews, was “the exact representation of [God’s] being”
(Hebrews 1:3). Those who say they “only want Jesus” should not miss Jesus’
own words: “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9).

And here’s the deal with the Father. He was the one on Mt. Sinai when Moses
and the priests were summoned to the foot of the mountain. God displayed the
fullness of his power through a supernaturally ordained convergence of natural
occurrences: thunder, lightning, clouds, fire, smoke. And then there was the
trumpet blast, which “grew louder and louder.”

Jesus was the teacher of the Sermon on the Mount—but he was also the one
who ordered the wind and the waves, and they obeyed him! Jesus was the healer
of the blind and the forgiver of the adulteress—but he was also the one who
commanded demons and felled the soldiers who came to arrest him, just by the
sound of his voice! No wonder we read that “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday,
today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8), for the Father dwells in him and he in the
Father. In Jesus, too, we recognize the “Ancient of Days.”
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Opening questions: Fierce competitors
What fuels the fires of competition in you? Where did you get this competitive
spirit? How successful are you at managing it—turning it on and reeling it in?

Day at the mountain
Read Exodus 19:1-25. What details of this passage demonstrate the “otherness
of God?

Read Exodus 34:1-9. How does God's description of himself help us maintain a full
view of him? How did Moses respond to God?

In our own time
What prevents us today from seeing God as large (even intimidating) in all his
characteristics?

Read Hebrews 12:28-29. How can we add this kind of worship to our lives
today?




