
Confi rming the truth
Read Isaiah 53:4-6. What phrases confi rm key points from today’s devotion? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Now read verses 7-9. What phrases from these six total verses cause you to 
recognize the suffering Jesus endured on our behalf?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Now read verses 10-12. How do we know from these lines that Jesus “stuck to 
God’s script”? What is Jesus’ reward for his faithfulness?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

‘Thank you, Lord’
Write personal words of thanksgiving for the Lord’s sacrifi ce on your behalf.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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DEEP, DEEP CUTS

...by his wounds we are healed. (Isaiah 53:5, NIV)

MAYBE 65 OF THE PLAYERS TEEING IT UP AT THE OLYMPIC CLUB TODAY will move 
on to the weekend. The rest will feel deeply the pain of being cut.

It’s an odd phenomenon, the cut. Its very name connotes at least a small bit 
of misery. For some, the pain will be almost unrecognizable, like a paper cut. 
Those who suffer only this little pain are those who are “just happy to be here,” 
long-shot qualifi ers who have savored every bit of the experience. Others won’t 
enjoy it at all, missing narrowly with a makeable putt on the fi nal hole, or botch-
ing yet another major despite being one of the best in the world. Their pain will 
linger—though we fans will have long forgotten them by Sunday afternoon, 
when we are celebrating the victory of a major champion (unless, of course, a 
Monday playoff is needed to decide the champion).

Life is similar. Some days we meet up with lesser pains, some days greater. But 
as those who know and believe in Jesus, we recognize that not one of our pains 
goes unnoticed by the one who suffered most.

The writer of Hebrews wrote that “we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every 
way, just as we are—yet he did not sin” (Hebrews 4:15). The anguish of tempta-
tion is not something we experience without the understanding of Jesus.

Isaiah 53 paints a woeful picture of our Savior on the cross. But even leading up 
to that hour, he was “a man of sorrows.” He knew the little cuts before the great 
wounds were laid upon him.

But in the end, what matters is that Jesus did go to the cross. He knew that what 
beleaguers us the most are not the troubles of our day, but the troubles of our 
way. All of us choose a path apart from Christ before we are awakened by the 
Holy Spirit and moved to belief. To wrench us from this path a grand tussle was 
required, a battle to the death. Jesus, against all human wisdom, stuck to God’s 
script. He was the Messiah, the Anointed One, laying down his life, despite the 
pain it caused him, both in his fl esh and in his spirit. He bore what we could not, 
shedding his blood, and gave us the only life that lasts.
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