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THINK LIKE A PRO, PART 5

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, for
the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the
destruction of fortresses. (2 Corinthians 10:3-4, NASB)

HAVE LAUGHED SEVERAL TIMES OVER in thinking back on the recent experiences of

my colleague in golf and in ministry, Dereck Wong. You may recall from his own
writing that Dereck purchased for himself a new driver, one that instantly restored
lost yardage to his game. In fact, he was hitting the ball farther than ever.

But there is something of a “rest of the story” nature to this little tale. It seems that
one of Dereck’s regular partners was not so impressed with what was happening to
Dereck’s game. Yes, Dereck had gained all that yardage, but suddenly one of the
straightest drivers you’ll ever meet was spraying it all over the golf course. Dereck
had a new weapon, but he was going to have to learn to wield it in all its might if it
was going to make sense for him to stick with it.

Many times when men and women come to faith in Christ, there is both a wonder
and a hesitation to their walk. They are blown away that God could bring such
healing and renewal of mind, spirit, relationships, even body. The miraculous
nature of the Lord’s intervention is undeniable.

Simultaneously, however, we can be made aware that God wants to show that same
strong power through us. And this scares us to death. Me, a warrior? Me, destroying
strongholds?

Yet this is where we find ourselves when we are willing to go from casual to
committed (and really, Scripture doesn’t present the walk with Jesus as anything
other than committed). The good result in this is that we are ever and always moved
into the very place we need to live each day, the place of dependence and trust on
the One who gives the power that overcomes.

About 10 years ago, U.S. military recruiters found some thrust with their campaign,
“An Army of One.” There is no such thing for the believer in Jesus. We walk with
him and with those he has given us as co-laborers in his mission to bring salvation
even to the darkest places and the coldest hearts. God takes those who are willing
in spirit—be they sure in intellect, tender at heart, clear in speech, sound of body,
or discerning in wisdom—and unites them for his purposes. For it is we who do not
war according to the flesh.
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Opening questions Do you have a love-hate relationship with one of
your golf clubs? What would it take for you to become more comfortable
with it? « What are you most tentative about in walking with Jesus?

READING 2 Corinthians 10:3-5, 2 Corinthians 10:12-18, Psalm 33:16-22

Flesh and spirit (2 Corinthians 10:3-5)
What do you recognize as differences between approaching our life from a
worldly sense and approaching it from a spiritual sense?

Comparisons and commendations (2 Corinthians 10:12-18)

What warnings does Paul provide about comparing work done for the Lord?
Where does he say we should give credit? Where does he say we should be
seeking commendation?

Our strength and salvation (Psalm 33)
What does this passage do for building your awe of the Lord and your trust in
what he alone can do?




