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GOLF & LIFE FUNDAMENTALS 1: ALIGNMENT

“When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it
was well built.”” (Luke 6:48, NIV)

LIKE PEOPLE IN MOST CONCENTRATED ENDEAVORS, we golfers have a language

all our own. Here’s a funny example. After a round, you might hear a friend
describe his troubles this way: “I’m fightin’ the lefts.” At another point in the
conversation, this might sound like a political statement, but in the fallen demeanor
of a golfer who has just had a bad round, the meaning is clear: Despite their best
efforts at aim, ball positioning, and swing adjustments, they just keep hitting it left.

Days of frustration plague every golfer, but those who seem to be struggling all the
time are likely doing so because their fundamentals are out of whack. In truth, they
may never have gotten those fundamentals right in the first place.

Beginning with today’s devotion, we will spend the next several Fridays
considering the relationship between some of golf’s key fundamentals and similar
solid bases in our discipleship with Christ. Today, we address alignment. It is poor
alignment, you might note, that can lead to the lefts, the rights, and some pretty
nasty shot shapes in either direction. For a golfer, alignment is the set position
before firing; get this wrong, and you are like a marksman aimed off target and still
hoping to hit the bull’s eye. Fat chance.

In life, there are those who do not start with the words of God who are still hoping
to get to God. They know what to call him, but they have no idea what he is calling
them to do. The foundational place to begin is in Scripture. Here is where we
calibrate our spiritual alignment.

Jesus told the story of the wise and foolish builders at least once during his
rabbinical years on earth. In the parable, one builder’s house stood the test of
the torrent, while the other builder’s house was destroyed. The difference? Their
foundation. Jesus drew this parallel: The foolish builder is like the person who
presumes to know the Lord but who has no intention of putting God’s words into
action. You may have the specs and you may own a hammer, but are you driving
the nails according to the plan?

So the idea is simple, really. Get in line. Read the Word of God, know the Word of
God, follow the Word of God. This is the well-founded way to show that you know
God himself.
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Opening questions What is your most common fight on the golf
course? « What are ways that the words of Scripture have helped you
establish foundations through the years?

READING Luke 6:46-49; 1 Corinthians 3:10-15; James 1:22-25

The value of obedience (Luke 6)

Jesus gave us a picture of the rewards for those who obey. How does this
feed our motivation for obedience? Can you find examples in your life where
you have been rewarded for following the ways of the Lord?

Excellent building (1 Corinthians 3)

Upon whom is our work well-built? What might we call “gold, silver, and
costly stones” in constructing a lasting faith? And what would be “wood, hay,
and stubble™?

An intent look (James 1)

What picture is used to describe a person who hears but does not put the
words into action? How does the passage describe the practice of the per-
son who is blessed?




