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ARE YOU QUALIFIED? 3: A DISQUALIFYING ATTITUDE

But Moses said, “O Lord, please send someone else to do it.”” (Exodus 4:13, NIV)

T HE PRINCIPLE IS DISTURBINGLY SIMPLE. If you don’t enter the tournament, you
can’t win.

Not entering is the quickest, most pain-free way to disqualify yourself from a

shot at the trophy. Then again, it’s also the easiest way to avoid the demands of a
competitive round, the frustration of bad play, the discouragement of a poor result,
and the derision of your so-called friends. In other words, if you don’t want to
enter, I don’t blame you!

Fear of failure may be the most common reason behind a lack of effort when we’re
made to try and a lack of participation when we get to choose for ourselves. When
failure might come with injury or embarrassment, the possible consequences win
out over any hope for accomplishment, let alone glory.

Maybe this helps us understand what was going through Moses’ head when an
amazing encounter with God before a burning bush turned into a commissioning
ceremony. God had something big for Moses to do; Moses wanted no part of it.

It’s one thing to sign up to play in a pro-am with Lydia Ko. Everyone knows the
“ams” in those events are just Average Joes. No one expects much of them. But
what if Lydia tracked down your number and invited you to be her partner in a
real event—the kind with TV coverage and a big gallery surrounding each green?
A lot of us would pull a Moses: “You know, Lydia, how about someone else?

I’m suddenly quite busy that weekend.” We just wouldn’t care to have our game
exposed like that!

What we would be forgetting with such a declination is that Ko is the best player in
the world. She could carry us singlehandedly. Our best ball might be her ball alone,
but what a very good ball that would be!

When we open the pages of Scripture and read some of the things God asks of us,
we are comfortable enough with this one or that. But when we land upon the word
to do something ill-fitting—evangelism, perhaps? mercy-giving? teaching?—we
find ourselves tempted to be like Moses. We backpedal so fast that our hems can’t
keep up with our haws. In that hour, we must look to the one who is asking us to
partner with him. It is God himself. He can carry us.
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Opening questions What kinds of new challenges are you game to try?
What others are you happy to dismiss, no matter how poor your ex-
cuse? « Do you ever think God is asking too much of you?

READING Exodus 3:16-20 & 4:1-17; Galatians 1:11-24

The call of God (Exodus 3)
How specific were God’s words to Moses? What part would God be playing
in the work he was giving to Moses?

The fear of Moses (Exodus 4)
What excuses did Moses use to try to back out of the calling of God? How
did God stick with Moses (see verse 15)?

Equipped by God (Galatians 1)

Where did Paul’s calling and ministry qualifications come from? How did this
make him confident in his work? How would you describe your own readi-
ness to take up the responsibilities God is giving you?




