


t  might be unfair to start 
with a question as imposing 
as this one, but I’ll assume 

you’re reading alone. No one looking 
over your shoulder. No one monitoring 
your thoughts. So here goes: Do you ever 
forget to follow Jesus?

We might call this a “Christian ques-
tion,” of course, because the irreligious 
person, or the one who adheres to an-
other faith, isn’t ever purporting to 
follow Jesus. They don’t forget because 
they don’t ever think to do it—like a 
teetotaler “forgetting” to pick up the 
wine for dinner. 

But if you say you’re one of Jesus’ 
people, you know you’re supposed to be 
following him. More than that, you’re 
making a regular effort to do so. You 
read Scripture to discover what Jesus 
himself was like and what he asked of his 
disciples (or followers), and then you 
set out to do those things. Except some-
times you forget.

It may be trite, but let me be the hos-
pitable guy in the room: Welcome to the 
club!

If you’ve been stopped in your tracks 
by this big question, you may be consid-
ering the reasons why it even happens 
that we forget Jesus. Here are a few:

1
We are way too busy. We have so 
many things going on in our lives that 
Jesus doesn’t so much get set aside as he 
never makes the agenda.

2
We aren’t busy enough. That is, when 
we do make time to relax, it’s about this 
thing we call vegging. We binge watch. 
Or nap. Or scroll our social media apps. 
We’re mindless. We could call all this 
a sabbath rest, except that none of it is 
intentional. It’s haphazard, like eating a 
whole slew of potato chips without ever 
noticing your hand go in the bag.

3
We formalize our faith. We’ve been 
duped into thinking we can accomplish 
all the really important stuff during an 
episode we call “quality time,” forgetting 
that if we would remember Jesus in the 
midst of all life’s moments, it would all 
be quality time.

Gravely, faith not attended, faith not 
lived, dies out. This is a biblical princi-
ple. James, the brother of Jesus, wrote 
a sentence you almost certainly know: 
“Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied 
by action, is dead” (James 2:17, NIV). 
Or, in the traditional shortened phras-
ing: “Faith without works is dead.”

I don’t know whether this occurs to 
you when you read this passage of Scrip-
ture, but death is a serious condition. It 
would be permanent without the hope 
of resurrection. Mercifully, we have 
been offered that in Christ. Resurrec-
tion. Death unto life.

The problem is that for many of us, 
we would say we already have that. We 
have given our hearts to Jesus and he has 
given us new life. And when this hap-
pened, we ate our meals (supped) with 
him, so to speak, and talked and laughed 
and were sorry every time life called us 
away from that.

And then we became church people 
and put our communion drink in little 
plastic cups and ate only thumb-sized 
wafers of the Bread of Life. And we did 
this once a month or so. And slowly but 
surely, the ongoing, life-giving com-
muning hours we were meant to have 

with Jesus petered out to become a spe-
cial occasion that wasn’t all that special.

Bored yet? You might be, just by the 
sound of that. That’s because we aren’t 
saved to sit around. After very careful-
ly explaining to the Ephesians that sal-
vation comes by grace seized through 
faith—and definitely not works!—Paul 
went on to say in the very next sentence: 
“For we are God’s masterpiece. He has 
created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we 
can do the good things he planned for us 
long ago” (Ephesians 2:10).

Plainly, we are saved to do some-
thing. A lot of somethings, in fact. The 
consistent framing of Paul’s letters is 
this: First, he tells us who and what we 
are—sons and daughters of God, saved 
by Christ through the grace of God. 
There is no work we can do to attain our 
own salvation. If there were, the death 
of Christ would have been unnecessary. 
But there are many things we can do in 
response to our salvation. We were de-
signed—as “God’s masterpiece”—to do 
these things. And yet we too often let 
the masterpiece that we are fall into dis-
repair. Even DiVinci’s Last Supper, even 
Michelangelo’s Sistene Chapel ceiling, 
have needed major renovation. Perhaps 
we do, too.

In another of his letters, this time to 
the Corinthians, Paul took up that mat-
ter of what we are and how this should 
dictate what we do and how we do it. 
Look at the first of these passages:

Don’t you know that you yourselves 
are God’s temple and that God’s 
Spirit dwells in your midst? If any-
one destroys God’s temple, God 
will destroy that person; for God’s 
temple is sacred, and you togeth-
er are that temple. (1 Corinthians 
3:16-17, NIV)

The specific context of the part-
ner passage in 1 Corinthians 6 is sexu-
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al purity, but here in 1 Corinthians 3, 
the context is more general. You likely 
know that all kinds of words have been 
written and videos have been produced 
about this passage in a health and fitness 
context. Some believers would point 
to this passage as the reason why we 
should not smoke; others would say it’s 
a charge to eat right, even according to a 
vegetarian diet. For a long time, I had a 
neighbor in my office complex who was 
a Christian personal trainer. The name 
of her business? Temple Training. To her, 
this passage urged us toward exercise.

But I want to view this passage in a 
more biblical light. I want us to see what 
it means when the temple needs reform. 
Because I am the temple, and I have a 
great tendency to fall into disrepair.

ecently I was listening to 
two pastors talking on a pod-
cast about how we as Ameri-

can Christians often lament the demise 
of morality in our nation over the past 
50 years. We can’t believe where Wood-
stock or Hollywood or the Gay Agenda 
or the Other Political Party or social 
media have taken us. We’re plummeting 
into the abyss—and so, so fast.

But here is where I thought these 
pastors were very insightful: Over and 
over in the Old Testament, we watch 
Israel crumble in a single generation. 
A new king takes the throne, turns the 
nation toward idols, and in matter of 
weeks to months, the whole nation goes 
with him. What we are seeing in our cul-
ture is no new thing. But it is also no ir-
reparable thing. When God ramps things 
up, he can do so in short order, too. And 
when we turn to a particular passage in 
the Old Testament, we see him do just 
that.

So we are now going look intently at 
that passage in 2 Chronicles 29. There 
are two reasons for this. The first is that 
in 2 Chronicles 29, we come across 

one of two kings who initiated reforms 
among the people of Judah for the sake 
of the Lord’s glory. These two kings 
were Hezekiah, whom we will study this 
morning, and the teenage king, Josiah. 

The second reason 2 Chronicles 29 
is helpful is because the reforms cen-
ter around the temple. You see, when 
Paul wrote to the Corinthians that they 
themselves were each the temple of 
the Holy Spirit, this was no abstraction 
to his readers. They understood what 
temples were. The Jews had the tem-
ple in Jerusalem, but the Greeks—like 
the Corinthians—had their many tem-
ples, too—worshiping their pantheon 
of gods. In the mind of both Jew and 
Greek, a temple was an actual physical 
place set aside for worship. If a maraud-
ing king wanted to leave his victorious 
mark on an ancient nation, he would 
desecrate the temple.

What I would like to do, then, is use 
the reform of the temple and the prac-
tices of the temple as a guide for how we 
might reform our own temples for the 
work of God.

Now let’s set the context. When ear-
lier I noted three ways our temple—our 
spiritual self—might fall into disrepair, 
I left out one possibility. I said we may 
get busy, get lazy, or formalize our faith. 
We may also forsake our faith. With 
disregard for the Lord and his ways, 
we choose other loves and chase oth-
er dreams. We become our own kings 
and priests, worshiping what we want, 
how we want. This was a common trait 
of the kings of Israel and Judah. When 
they didn’t want to follow what the 
Lord would have them do, they didn’t 
seek the Lord at all. And this is what had 
happened with Ahaz, the father of Heze-
kiah and the king who preceded him. In 
2 Chronicles 28:24, we read this:

The king took the various articles 
from the Temple of God and broke 

them into pieces. He shut the doors 
of the Lord’s Temple so that no one 
could worship there, and he set up 
altars to pagan gods in every cor-
ner of Jerusalem.

Ahaz had blatantly turned from God. 
But then came Hezekiah, and immedi-
ately we read of him: “He did what was 
pleasing in the Lord’s sight” (2 Chroni-
cles 29:2).

But what did Hezekiah do that was 
pleasing to God? When we answer this 
question, we find five principles that 
guide the reform we need for our own 
temples.

Surround yourself with 
godly leaders

First, Hezekiah called upon the priests 
and Levites to lead. Verses 4-5:

He summoned the priests and Lev-
ites to meet him at the courtyard 
east of the Temple. He said to them, 
“Listen to me, you Levites! Purify 
yourselves, and purify the Temple 
of the Lord, the God of your ances-
tors. Remove all the defiled things 
from the sanctuary.”

And also verse 11:

“My sons, do not neglect your duties 
any longer! The Lord has chosen you 
to stand in his presence, to minister 
to him, and to lead the people in 
worship and present offerings to 
him.”

Some of these men were as culpa-
ble as the rest of Judah in straying from 
God, but Hezekiah was compeling them 
to return to their called position, to take 
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spiritual responsibility for the nation 
and the temple.

When we let our temples fall into 
disrepair, we often separate ourselves 
from the spiritual leadership we need. 
We don’t go to church, we don’t focus 
on the words of the sermon, we don’t 
listen to Christian teaching on the radio 
or read Christian books.

So principle number 1 is this: To re-
form your temple, surround yourself 
with godly leaders. We must give them 
the voice in our lives that God intended 
them to have.

Make a covenant with 
God

The next thing we read of Hezekiah is 
that he made a pact to do right. He was 
still addressing the priests in verse 8, 
when he began:

“The Lord’s anger has fallen upon 
Judah and Jerusalem. He has made 
them an object of dread, horror, 
and ridicule, as you can see with 
your own eyes. Because of this, our 
fathers have been killed in battle, 
and our sons and daughters and 
wives have been captured. But now 
I will make a covenant with the Lord, 
the God of Israel, so that his fierce 
anger will turn away from us.” (2 
Chronicles 29:8-10)

A covenant is a binding resolution. 
God made a one-sided covenant with 
Abraham that he would make of him 
a great nation. Through Christ, he has 
made a one-sided covenant with us: 
providing salvation for us by the death 
and resurrection of his Son, because we 
could not make salvation for ourselves. 
We may hesitate to make such covenants 

ourselves, because we know we’re weak 
and may not keep them. Yet, God wants 
resolution from us—not nominal faith. 
We don’t have to employ over-the-top 
drama in this; simply, our yes should be 
our yes and our no should be our no. But 
if what we need to do today is resolve 
to reform this temple of our body, then 
that’s what we should do. And we should 
do it before the Lord himself.

Take in the Word of God. 
Obey the Word of God.

Now let’s talk about keeping that cove-
nant. How do we know a person’s word 
is true? They do what they say they will 
do. When we make a covenant with 
God, telling him we are ready to follow, 
that we’re in it for the long haul, what 
we mean is that we are ready to do what 
he tells us.

Look now at verse 15, where we 
read about the work of the priests:

These men called together their 
fellow Levites, and they all puri-
fied themselves. Then they began to 
cleanse the Temple of the Lord, just 
as the king had commanded. They 
were careful to follow all the Lord’s 
instructions in their work.

Other versions say it this way: “They fol-
lowed the word of the Lord.”

If our temple has fallen into dis-
repair, not following the word of the 
Lord is what will have taken it this bad 
state. A man or woman who obeys God 
wholeheartedly doesn’t crumble or fade 
or crack. Rather, they stand fast in the 
storms; they shine.

You can only follow the word of the 
Lord, though, if you know the word of 
the Lord. Reform comes when the word 

of God takes root in us. “Faith comes by 
hearing, and hearing through the word 
of Christ,” Paul told the Romans. Are 
you hearing the word of Christ? Are you 
letting the words of Scripture have the 
place in your life that they should?

Assess the way you are 
following God, and give 

him all he requires

Now in 2 Chronicles 29, once the priests 
and the temple were consecrated—that 
is, prepared for the work of God to be 
done in and through them—then the 
temple practices were restored. The 
first of these was sacrifice. Look at vers-
es 20-24:

Early the next morning King Heze-
kiah gathered the city officials and 
went to the Temple of the Lord. They 
brought seven bulls, seven rams, 
and seven male lambs as a burnt 
offering, together with seven male 
goats as a sin offering for the king-
dom, for the Temple, and for Judah. 
The king commanded the priests, 
who were descendants of Aaron, to 
sacrifice the animals on the altar of 
the Lord.

It’s hard to know quite what to make 
of the sacrifices looking at them so many 
centuries on. But here’s what we know 
for sure. These were very serious busi-
ness. They required a concession from 
the people and caution from the priests. 
We know that God rebuked Saul by tell-
ing him, “To obey is better than sacri-
fice,” yet the temple sacrifices required 
a strict form of obedience. Saul was tak-
ing the sacrifices lightly. It’s kind of like 
going to the gym and saying you exer-
cised, even though you did not do the 
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exercises in the way your trainer taught 
you.

In a way, the sacrifices were a test of 
the heart of God’s people. Do we revere 
him enough to follow him to a  T, or are 
we doing only the minimum? Is your 
heart in the work he has given you to 
do? We might do well to be reminded 
here of Colossians 3:22-23:

Serve them sincerely because of 
your reverent fear of the Lord. 
Work willingly at whatever you do, 
as though you were working for the 
Lord rather than for people.

Later, when Hezekiah called on the peo-
ple to bring their personal sacrifices to 
God, we read, in verse 31, “So the peo-
ple brought their sacrifices and thanks-
giving offerings, and all whose hearts 
were willing brought burnt offerings, 
too.” May the Lord give us willing hearts 
as we set out to work for him!

Make worshipful music to 
the Lord

This last principle may be the most sur-
prising to you, though I can’t understand 
why. I would say after a lifetime in the 
church (including many years of pastor-
ing and preaching) that if God’s people 
commonly do not understand one thing 
about the way we are to worship and 
serve God, it is this: the importance of 
music. Look at verses 25-30:

King Hezekiah then stationed 
the Levites at the Temple of the 
Lord with cymbals, lyres, and harps. 
He obeyed all the commands that 
the Lord had given to King David 
through Gad, the king’s seer, and 
the prophet Nathan. The Levites 
then took their positions around the 
Temple with the instruments of Da-
vid, and the priests took their posi-
tions with the trumpets.

Then Hezekiah ordered that the 
burnt offering be placed on the 
altar. As the burnt offering was 
presented, songs of praise to the 
Lord were begun, accompanied by 
the trumpets and other instruments 
of David, the former king of Isra-
el. The entire assembly worshiped 
the Lord as the singers sang and 
the trumpets blew, until all the burnt 
offerings were finished. Then the 
king and everyone with him bowed 
down in worship. King Hezekiah 
and the officials ordered the Levites 
to praise the Lord with the psalms 
written by David and by Asaph the 
seer. So they offered joyous praise 
and bowed down in worship.

You simply cannot read this and say 
to yourself, “It’s OK for me not to sing.” 

What’s the logic in this? It’s proba-
bly very simple. After you leave here 
today, it is pretty unlikely that you will 
find yourself repeating any of my words 
as you’re doing the laundry or mowing 
the lawn this week. But it’s quite like-
ly that in those down times, when the 
last thing you’re thinking is, Let’s run 

through some doctrine here, your mind 
will start replaying lines from the songs 
we have sung here this morning. God 
has prescribed music as a form of joyous 
praise and worship directed to him, but 
the wonderful by-product of that music 
is that we will by it be fed his truth again 
and again in our hearts, minds, and spir-
its.

Conclusion
In the end that gives us five specific prin-
ciples for the reform we need. I would 
add one more in the general sense: 
Don’t hold back. The closing verses of 2 
Chronicles 29 tell us this:

There was an abundance of 
burnt offerings, along with the usual 
liquid offerings, and a great deal 
of fat from the many peace offer-
ings.

So the Temple of the Lord was 
restored to service. And Hezekiah 
and all the people rejoiced be-
cause of what God had done for 
the people, for everything had 
been accomplished so quickly.

I love what we read here. The people 
brought an abundance of offerings. They 
did not hold back. Through this willing 
and generous expression, the effect was 
exactly as desired: the temple was re-
stored to service. And finally, the people 
rejoiced. Why not? God had worked on 
their behalf, and he had done so quickly. 
Pray that he would do the same in your 
life as you commit to the reformation of 
your temple.

Jeff Hopper is the editor of the Links Daily Devotional and Links Players magazine, as well as the author of Go for the Green 
and more recently, My Hundred Helpers, the story of God’s provision through people told in the context of Jeff’s cancer treat-
ments and surgery. • This article may be reproduced and freely distributed, as long as no modifications are made and noth-
ing is charged for its distribution. • Copyright © 2017 Links Players International • Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture 
quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2007, 2013, 2015 by Tyndale 
House Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved. • 

Art credits: Vitruvian man - pkruger/bigstockphoto.com; Suit of armor - alanmc/bigstockphoto.com

5


